GENERAL    FRANCO            Iig
such exactness the details of the war, that he knew
to the minute where the resistance of the enemy
was most tenacious and dangerous, . , .
" In his office, with the valuable collaboration of
the General Staff, the objectives of each operation
were studied, the movements of the advancing
troops were co-ordinated, efforts were made to
combine the effective action of the artiUery with
that of the air force, sites were chosen for the
location of reserves, and a close record was kept of
the amount of ammunition which was being used
up. General Franco was directing the Army of the
south, but he was also in close touch with develop-
ments on the entire battle front, which extended
roughly from north to south over the full length of
Spain, a distance of approximately 3,000 kilometres,
"At evening came the balance of the day's
accomplishments. Franco's first interest was to find
out how many casualties there were. His facial
expression reflected the impression the answer made
upon him. This balancing of events resulted either
in warm congratulations or the most severe repri-
mands. And the general never forgot about his
soldiers. He was interested in the needs of the
wounded, and was eager to learn of any acts of
bravery and reports commending the heroism of his
troops. And frequently, while listening, his eyes
would become moist/'
Seek for information of Franco's personal activity
in any sphere, and the same screen of dramatisation